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of the department, and in 280 of these total disinfection was
carried out. If the system of notification was compulsory
there is no doubt it would reveal a much greater number of
cases.

Death of Francis Edwin McCune, B.A., M.D. R. U.I.
The death of Dr. F. E. McCune took place on June 12th

in Oban at the residence of his father, Rev. Samuel McCune,
formerly minister of the Presbyterian Church, Magherafelt,
Co. Derry. Dr. McCune graduated M.B. of the Royal Uni-
versity in 1902 and M.D. in 1905, having previously, in 1899,
obtained the B.A. in the same University. He entered the

Navy in 1904 and was appointed first to the H.M.S.
Excellent and afterwards to H.M.S. Black Prince, stationed
in the Mediterranean. He was invalided out of the service
in 19C8, having pulmonary tuberculosis. A very able
student and a naval surgeon of great promise, Dr. McCune
has been carried off at the early age of 33 years, to the regret
of those who knew him.
J une 21st.

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

AT a meeting of the Society of Public Medicine held on
May 25th, M. Periss6 introduced a subject of great hygienic
importance-namely, the question of percolation cesspools
(puisards absorbants, fosses non gtanches). He said that these

receptacles were everywhere prohibited in France, but
nevertheless existed everywhere, because in places where
there were neither sewers nor a systematic removal of
refuse it was’ only by soaking into the ground that

slop-water and excreta could be got rid of. Instead
of the indiscriminate prohibition of them there ought
to be compulsory inspection by the municipal authority,
followed either by sanction or by an order for discontinuance.
The special forms called fosses non etanches were dangerous to
health in the highest degree, because they filled the subsoil of
houses with the pathogenic microbes contained in slop-water.
In France there were more than 1,000,000 fosses non &eacute;tanches,
which were the principal cause of the contamination of

drinking water. An excellent method of dealing with 
domestic slop-water was in use at Saint Cloud, where the 
water from septic pits on the Mouras system was delivered
under the soil of gardens and cultivated fields by means of
drain-pipes not far below the surface. All the advantages of
purification by the action of the earth were thereby obtained
without the drawbacks incidental to the superficial distribu-
tion of slop-water over irrigation meadows.

Radi2em in the Surgical Treatment of Cancer.
The use of radium in the treatment of cancer gave rise to

an animated discussion among several eminent surgeons at

meetings of the Surgical Society held on June 1st and 8th.
M. Monod inaugurated this discussion by saying that
M. Wickham in making a communication on the subject
had mentioned that each of five patients treated in this

way had shown a considerable improvement and a retarda-
tion of the appearance of the relapse. In his opinion the
application of radium wast ndicated when the removal of
the tumour was impossible ; it might also be resorted to
after complete removal with a view to prevent a relapse. In
some cases radium should be used to supplement a surgical
operation, not being applied until as much as possible of the
tumour had been removed. M. Segond said that several patients 
under his care had been treated by applications of radium.
He had not seen any instance of recovery, but it appeared to
him that the radium had been beneficial to some extent.
Under its influence there had been relief of pain and
temporary cicatrisation of the ulcers, but the disease
nevertheless continued to extend subsequently. In cancer
of the uterus it seemed to be useless, for the tumour
went on growing behind the cicatrised ulcer, and
in one instance produced a recto-vaginal fistula. M.
Delbet said that his experience differed from that
of M. Segond, for he had seen good results from the
use of radium in epitheliomata of the uterus. M. Tuffier
said that he had applied radium before, during, and after
operations. In some cases of inoperable cancer of the uterus
there was an evident modifying and beneficial action, but
the extension of the disease was not prevented. During

drainage apertures. Some patients relapsed quickly and
others slowly. After the operations the pain ceased and there
was temporary improvement without permanent recovery.
M. Lucas-Championniere said that in his experience radium
had a palliative but not a curative effect. M. Ricard said that
he had observed a very gratifying palliative effect from the use
of radium, but not any instance of recovery. M. Nelaton
said that in a case of epithelioma of the cervix uteri
approaching the limit of operability he employed deep
curettage with subsequent application of 0 - 05 centigramme
of radium, and for the last two months the patient appeared
to be quite well. M. Morestin, M. Sieur, M. Walther,
M. Routier, and M. Guinard all mentioned cases in which
the employment of radium was followed by evident improve-
ment, which, however, was only temporary.

Acicte Poliomyelitis.
Acute infantile paralysis has for a considerable time existed

in Paris in an epidemic form, and at a meeting of the

Academy of Medicine held on May 31st M. Netter, in reading
a communication on the subject, said that to his knowledge
more than 100 cases had occurred in the city and the banlieu
since the summer of 1909. Last January there was an
increased prevalence of the disease in consequence of the
peculiar climatic conditions. With most of the patients it
was not possible to discover evidence of association with
other cases, and instances of family contagion were

observed among the members of only five families, in
which side by side with typical examples of the disease
there were abortive forms unaccompanied by paralysis.
With regard to the clinical features, he said that some
patients at the outset presented signs of meningitis and were
treated by intraspinal injections. The contagiousness of this
form of poliomyelitis varied with the epidemics, being some-
times very marked and sometimes only slight. In conjunc-
tion with M. Levaditi, M. Netter had been able to prove that
the serum of patients who had suffered from infantile

paralysis possessed neutralising properties with respect to
the virus of poliomyelitis. These properties furnished
evidence of the identity of epidemic and sporadic infantile
paralysis ; they were found in the blood of patients in whom
the disease assumed the above-mentioned abortive forms.

Antirabic Vaccinations.
M. Jules Viala, pr&eacute;parateur in the antirabic department of

the Pasteur Institute, has published the statistics of the anti-
rabic vaccinations performed during the year 1909. Among
the 467 persons who received this treatment there were two
deaths from rabies, one of these patients being a woman in
whom the disease declared itself during the treatment. This
case ought obviously to be deducted in computing the mor-
tality, which would then work out at the extremely low rate
of 0 21 per cent.

June 21st.

VIENNA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Political Parties and Public Health Legislation.
THE Parliamentary Committee for the preliminary con-

sideration of the proposed Infectious Diseases Act (Seuchen-
gesetz) was on the point of completing its task when

powerful political influence was suddenly exerted in opposi-
tion to some of its most important recommendations, such
as the passing of special laws against tuberculosis and
syphilis and the introduction of a Bill to make vaccination
compulsory. The objections came from the Clerical party,
which has its chief supporters amongst the peasant popula-
tion, the members of this party declaring that the subject
was so important that it must be referred to the population
before they could vote either for or against it. There is a

widespread feeling that the hostility of the Clerical party to
the proposed legislation is really prompted by the fear of the
expense which the rural population would incur in conse-
quence of it. Country people do not readily understand that
sanitary improvements must cost money. It now remains to
be seen whether the Government will allow the public health
to be endangered by the obstinacy of a political group which
has little if any knowledge of the question at issue, and
whether the principle of individual liberty will receive more
consideration in this respect than it does in connexion with
military conscription, with the imposition of rates and taxes,
and with compulsory education.


